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Shown here are the churches served by Dr. Thompson before entering upon his professorship at Union Seminary. 
At the top is the Lexington, N. C., church; in the lower panel are the Knoxville, Tenn., First Church (right) and the 


Government Street Church, Mobile, Ala. 











LETTERS 


All Returns on ‘‘Pre-Assembly 
Poll’’ Due Before May 8 


Sirs: 





May I express to you my gratitude for 
es this Pre-Assembly Poll of Church 
Opinion To those of us who are 
not thoroughly familiar with all that is 
going on and who would like to know the 
pertinent questions before the church, this 
idea is thought-provoking and _ stimu- 
lating. Then, too, it is forward-looking. 

I don’t say that I am going to support 
all of these ideas, but it gives me a very 
good opportunity to be prepared to know 
something about these questions in case 
they come up before the Assembly. 

Yours for a stronger church in evan- 
gelism and with greater activities in home 
and foreign missions. 

STUART RAGLAND. 
Richmond, Va. . 


Protestant Movie 


Sirs: 


Chaplain Ben Rose's timely plea for a 
Protestant movie (Letters, April 23, p. 2) 
brings to the forefront a matter on which 
Dr. Hunter Blakely, of Queens College, 
and my brother, Thomas C. Bryan, of the 
Maryland Avenue Church, Baltimore, have 
been working. It is a movie based on 
“Brother Bryan of Birmingham’’—Religion 
in Shoes. Dr. Norman Vincent Peale has 
shown interest, but the weight of popu- 
lar appeal seems to be needed. A flood 
of letters to the studios from church 
people and soldiers is probably the next 
step. I offer these addresses to readers 
of THE OUTLOOK. Just as The Christian 
Herald was instrumental in getting “One 
Foot in Heaven” filmed, THE 
OUTLOOK would be useful. 


perhaps 


James J. Geller, Associate Executive, 
Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc., 
Burbank, California, 

or 
Executive Director, 
Paramount Studios, 
Hollywood, California. 


Is this an answer to Chaplain 
HARRY H., 


Rose? 


BRYAN. 
Sessemer, Ala. 





St. Catherine’s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. 
Mrs. Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress 





Box Z. Richmond, Va. 





Prime Qualification? 


Sirs: 

It seems to me that, in the current dis- 
cussion as to who should be nominated 
for moderator of the General Assembly, 
the prime qualification for that office is 
being overlooked. He should be a man 
who has a technical as well as a general 
knowledge of parliamentary rules and who 
has the courage and tact necessary to 
enforce them. 

Reasons in support of this judgment are 
so many and so obvious that it is un- 
necessary to mention them, much legs 
to expatiate upon them. Only let this 
when Dr. George T. Goetchius, 
ot Rome, Ga., was nominated in the Char- 
lotte Assembly in 1897 for this respon- 
sible position, the commissioner who pre- 
sented his name stressed the necessity of 
acquaintance with Reobert’s Rules of Order. 
What kind of presiding officer Dr. 
Goetchius made I never heard, I was only 
impressed at the time with the persuasive- 
ness of the commissioner’s nominating 
speech. 


be said: 


J. WALTER COBB, SR. 
Glasgow, Kentucky. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—That is important 
but, as suggested in our editorial of 
March 26, since the moderator’s service of 
the Assembly—a continuing court—is not 
limited to the one week in which it 
actually convenes, but is more and more 
coming to demand active and aggressive 
leadership throughout the year, we would 
be slow to agree that the prime qualifi- 
eation is his presiding ability, much as 
he needs to have this. 


Cumberland Issues 
Sirs: 

Light upon the subject otf Church Union 
may be gained from the experience of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

After nearly 100 years the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church had in 1906, 185,212 
communicants, together with 1,514 or- 
dained ministers. . . . T. H. Campbell 
says, in his “Studies in Cumberland Pres- 
hyterian History,” that more than half of 
the ministers, but not more than one-third 
of the members went into the unton with 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., in that 
year. It is probable that another one- 
third of the membership eventually drifted 
into other denominations, due to the gen- 
eral discouragement which existed and the 
inability of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church to supply its congregations with 
preaching.” 

It is well known that the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church has continued de- 
spite the union, for the latest minutes of 
its General Assembly, now that nearly 
forty years have passed, shows that it 
still has 771 ministers, 1,088 churches and 
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[ YES, IT IS TRUE . 


Virginia Dairy Co. 


. THERE’S MORE FOOD VALUE PER 
PENNY IN MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER FOOD! 


BOER We BEAM. ote cc cccsc Dial 5-2888 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
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471,820 members. But the attempt at 
union tore the denomination to pieces, 
caused extensive litigation over the prop- 
erty in every synod, and engendered bit- 
terness that has still not been lived 
down. . 

In discussing the experience that his 
church has had with the union T. H. 
Campbell says: “Material losses, however, 
were not the most serious results. Re- 
sentment against the coercive measures of 
the unionists too often degenerated into an 
unChristian strife in which unionists and 
anti-unionists alike participated. Epi- 
thets were freely hurled, and church 
courts swore undying opposition to the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.” 

Perhaps this explains the harm that was 
done to the Presbyterian cause and to the 
cause of Christ in so many communities. 
For example the same authority says else- 
where, “The Presbyterian Church, U. S, A., 
has not made any outstanding progress 
with the churches and institutions it re- 
ceived from the Cumberland Presbyte- 
rians. Several presbyteries might be 
pointed out in the bounds of which the 
total strength of Cumberland Presbyte- 
rians and Presbyterians, U. S. A., today is 
not equal to that of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church alone in 1906.” 

Another result of the division of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the 
attempt at union has been the unfortunate 
effect upon the continuing Cumberland 
Presbyterian body. Due perhaps to the 
coercive measures adopted by the union- 
ists to force the opponents of union into 
submission, there has been developed in the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church a spirit 
of isolationism. Instead of having an at- 
titude of cooperation with other evangeli- 
cal churches, such as it formerly had, not 
only have all “union” movements come to 
be looked upon with suspicion, but it has 
gone so far as to result in unwillingness 
to cooperate in interdenominational move- 
ments which do not have organic union as 
their purpose, and this known attitude 
has given occasion to factions within the 
church to oppose new measures by imput- 
ing to them some supposed connection 
with a new movement towards some or- 
ganic union. It is generally recognized 
in the church that to inject the “union” 
question into a proposed measure will be 
sufficient to line up votes against it. 

In view of the experience of his church 
in this matter of union with the U. S. A. 
church the judgment of the editor of 
“The Cumberland Crusader” is, “There 
will be no such movement at any time in 
the near future for the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church has had an experi- 
ence which created a distaste for such 
movements.” 

WILLIAM C. CUMMING 

Marshall, Texas. 


Almost Every Word 
Sirs: 

THE OUTLOOK is one paper I read 
almost every word of each week. It is 
certainly making a splendid contribution 
to the work of our church. 


ALICE McCONNELL. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Boon to Busy People 
Sirs: 

THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is a 
boon to busy people. Its size, form and 
content make it easy to read and help us 
keep up with what is going on. And Dr. 
Thompson’s Sunday school lessons are 
most helpful. Thank you for the many 
sources of inspiration you give to all of 
us. 

MRS. CARL M. ALLEN 

College Park, Mo. 
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Churches Urged to Help European Christians Enthronement of New 
Plan Offering for Victims in Liberated Countries After V-E Day 


New York (RNS).—All churches in 
America were urged here to take a 
“great thank offering for victory’’ on 
the Sunday following the day that peace 
is proclaimed in Europe, to be used for 
postwar relief and reconstruction on 
the Continent. 

The suggestion was made by Robbins 
W. Barstow, chairman of the Service 
Commission of the World Council of 
Churches, who also urged that a similar 
offering be taken for reconstruction in 
Asia after the end of hostilities in the 
Pacific. 


London (By Cable).—An appeal for 
the support of Great Britain’s Protes- 
tant churches in raising funds to re- 
establish the churches of liberated Eu- 
rope following the collapse of Germany, 
has been made by the Archbighop of 
Canterbury, for the heads of all Prot- 
estant denominations in the British 
Isles, 

“When the collapse of Germany 
comes about,” he has said, “there will 
no doubt be an appointed day on which 
the nation may give thanks to Almighty 
God for our victory and deliverance, 
and for the'liberation of almost all of 
Europe from its cruel bondage. It seems 
to us particularly appropriate that on 
that day, church collections should be 
made on behalf of the Christian 
churches in liberated Europe, in token 
of our sympathy and fellowship with 
those whose heroic witness to the 
Christian faith has brought upon them 
such suffering and persecution and on 
whose vital influence in the days of 
reconstruction so much will depend. 

“With the support of the British 
Council of Churches, the Committee for 


Christian Reconstruction in Europe is 
hoping to raise $4,000,000 as a contri- 
bution from this country towards the 
immense and costly task which will face 
the liberated churches, of re-establish- 
ing their ministry, providing Bibles and 
theological literature, training their or- 
dinants, restarting their youth organi- 
zations, erecting temporary church 
buildings in ruined areas, and the like, 

“We suggest, therefore, on behalf of 
the churches which we represent, that 
on the appointed day of thanksgiving, 
all or part of the church collections 
should be given to this object, which 
has so great a claim upon our Christian 
sympathies and so direct a bearing on 
the spiritual recovery of Europe. These 
collections should be forwarded to the 
appropriate denominational authority 
to be credited to the fund which each 
denomination is raising for this pur- 
pose.”’ 


New York (RNS).—Churches 
planning postwar building programs 
were urged by the Commission on Wor- 
ship of the Federal Council of Churches 
here to pledge a percentage of their 
building funds for the reconstruction 
of war-destroyed churches abroad. 

At its semi-annual meeting, the com- 
mission also suggested that churches 
not planning to build set aside gifts for 
this purpose in addition to funds for 
general postwar relief and reconstruc- 
tion. 

Pointing out that “unprecedented 
destruction has been wrought upon the 
churches abroad,’”’ the commission said 
the situation ‘“‘becomes a challenge to 
the sympathy and generosity of our 
American churches.” 





Fifty-One Chaplains 
Killed in Action 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Latest 
casualty figures of the armed services 
reveal that 51 military chaplains have 
been killed in action, and 53 have died 
and one has been killed in line of duty, 
since Pearl Harbor. In addition, 14 
chaplains are missing in action, 42 have 
been detained by the enemy and one 
has died while being thus detained by 
the Japanese. The total number of 
wounded, including those who were not 
hospitalized, is 169, according to latest 
figures. 

All branches of the army, with about 


7,800 chaplains, reported at latest count 
that 46 of their chaplains have been 
killed in action, 49 have died while in 
the line of duty, 144 have been wounded 
in action, one has died of disease while 
being detained by the enemy, 38 are 
being detained by the enemy, and 12 
are missing in action. 


All branches of the navy, with about 
2,600 chaplains, reported at last count 
that five chaplains have been killed in 
action, four have died in line of duty, 
one has been killed in an operational 
accident, four are being detained by the 
enemy, and 25 have been wounded in 
action. 


Church Head Marked 


By Summons to Unity 


Archbishop Extends Hand 
To English Free Churches 


Canterbury, England (RNS — By 
Wireless).—With traditional medieval 
pageantry, Geoffrey Francis Fisher was 
formally enthroned as the 97th Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, succeeding the 
late William Temple as head of the An- 
glical Church. 

In his sermon, the archbishop spoke 
of the intimate association between the 
Anglican Church and the state. 

“As through our long history, so now 
let the church and nation stand together 
under God to their inter-related duty. 
The church has much to put in order if 
it is faithfully to serve the nation. The 
nation has much to learn and unlearn 
if it is to heed what God says to it 
through his church. 

“For many years past, the two have 
been drawing apart. There is a pos- 
sibility and fear that alienation may 
continue and increase. There is also a 
possibility, even a hope, certainly a 
challenge, that they should look again 
to one another in Christian faith which 
is unashamed to be definite, explicit and 
binding, wherein the church and nation, 
each in its own share and function, may 
glorify God.” 

In speaking of the Church of Eng- 
land’s place within the nation, the arch- 
bishop added “I thankfully associate 
with it the Free Churches of this land, 
which have borne their notable part in 
Christian witness, and in shaping our 
national character with a valiance for 
truth not to be neglected, and with a 
zeal for righteousness not to be 
quenched. 


Now Goodwill and Cooperation 


“Once there was little but contention 
and strife and bitterness between us,” 
he said. “By God’s goodness, for dis- 
trust there is now goodwill, for conflict 
cooperation, for controversy quiet eval- 
uation of those truths of Christ which 
we hold in common, and of those which 
still divide us.” 

The archbishop declared that the 
presence of Free Church representa- 
tives at the enthronement was “proof 
and prayer that in God’s good time we 
may stand wholly together in one body 
of Christ to serve God and witness for 
him to this people.” 
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God Is Love---The Christian Can Believe That 
Even Today 


By W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON 


I John 4:8. Read vss. 1-10 


MAGINE, if you will, John the aged standing by my 

side this morning, saying in a voice that is all music, 

“God is love.” Immediately our hearts are stirred to 
response and to rebellion. Let me take your part in the 
controversy in which you would engage with John. 


Our Desire 


“John, that is the greatest sentence of the same length 
ever uttered. It states the one fact about this universe 


that we would rather know; the one truth that can make © 


life bearable today, giving it light, direction and hope in 
a world so dark, confused and discouraged that John Mase- 
field must cry, ‘Life’s a long headache in a noisy street,’ 
as Edwin Arlington Robinson exclaims, ‘I cannot find my 
way, there is no star!’ 

“The mood of the poets is supported by the experience 
of a scientist. Dr. C. J. Jung, one of the most profound 
and original of the new psychologists tells us that a man 
only slightly neurotic, came to him with the plea, ‘I am 
not very sick. Perhaps I should not be here at all taking 
up your time. But I know you are busy studying the hu- 
man mind, and I thought, therefore, that you might be able 
to tell me on what terms I may live. I have the feeling 
of being forlorn and lonely in a world that makes no sense.’ 

“John, that is the temper of so many now. If God is 
love, then life has meaning, and the future holds hope of 
a better world. If there is no God, or if God does not 
care, today is a puzzle and a horror, and tomorrow can 
only be worse. We wish with all our hearts that your 
statement were true! But how can you affirm it, how dare 
you believe in it in times like these?’’ 


Our Difticulty: Nature Says, No! 


“Oh, I know what you would say, John. You would have 
me remember the wonder of the world in springtime; the 
fresh beauty of the new-born flowers; the promise of the 
moist fields, freshly ploughed and waiting for the seed. 
You would have me recall the gold and crimson glory of 
the woods in autumn, and listen to the laughter of children 





Fourth in our series of sermons for 1945 comes this 
one by Dr. Thompson. Since 1920 he has been professor 
of religious education in Union Theological Seminary 
in Virginia. Before that time he was the distinguished 
pastor of the Lexington, N. C., church, then of First 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn., and of the Government Street 
Church, Mobile, Ala., pictures of which appear on the 
cover. During the last war he was a director of Y. M. 
C. A. work in camps in North and South Carolina. Four 
Thompson sons are in service in World War II. For 
many years Dr. Thompson has been a member of the As- 
sembly’s Executive Committee of Religious Education, 
and he has also served, as he continues to serve, on the 
faculty of the Assembly's Training School. In 1940 he 
was elected moderator of the Synod of North Carolina. 

Selected by the readers of this paper, twelve preachers 
are being presented from THE OUTLOOK PULPIT dur- 
ing the year. The order in which they appear has no 
significance. 











as it floats on the crisp air. 

“Of course, I am aware that beauty tells something of 
the quality of the universe, and must be considered. Some- 
times the sheer loveliness of a wood violet, or a falling 
leaf, stabs me like a pain. But summer comes, and a 
blistering sun beats down upon a waterless earth. Flowers 
droop and die, and from the most bountiful sowing comes 
only the scantiest harvest. Winter returns, and the trees 
stripped of their splendor stand gaunt and shuddering 
against a lowering sky, while above the shriek of the 
icy winds there is the wail of little folks who hunger for 
bread. 


Human Nature Says, No! 


“Don’t interrupt me, John. 1am sure of the course your 
argument would follow. It is all so familiar. You would 
have me infer from the grace and warmth of the fellow- 
ship in a congregation like this that God is love. Certainly 
one must value aright the fact of sweetness and cleanness 
as it is seen in personal life as he tries to interpret the 
nature of reality. Goodness must be explained as well as 
evil. But, John, there is®o much evil! We do not have 
through this group the full message spoken by humanity. 
This is a specialized gathering. Assembled here at wor- 
ship are men and women well-born, well-educated, well- 
housed, well-clothed, well-fed, who live wholesomely with 
their fellows. But look beyond this building. Oscar Wilde 
once remarked that there was enough suffering in one nar- 
row London lane to show that God does not care. 

“We do not have to cross the Atlantic to find distress. 
Several years ago our papers were full of the story of a 
young mother, a bride of a year, who carried her three- 
weeks-old baby down into the cellar and, opening the fur- 
nace door, thrust this tiny living bundle into its blazing 
heart. About the same time we were told of another wo- 
man, who,, with gasoline in the tank of her plane for only 
three hours’ flying, took off from an airport in Florida and 
headed straight out to sea. So was her life drained of 
meaning and beauty that she would rather face the un- 
known beyond, than try to carry on here! 

“‘When we look at institutions-into which pain has been 
channeled we are still more disturbed. John, just south 
of the seminary, in which I teach, a crippled children’s hos- 
pital is located. It is full of little boys and girls, whose 
arms and legs and backs are so twisted that they cannot 
play normally with their friends, or go regularly to school. 
A little farther north of us is a sanitarium housing scores 
of grown men and women whose minds are so unbalanced 
and whose emotions are so unsettled that they cannot live 
comfortably at home, or engage successfully in business. 

“Should we turn our eyes from these individual cases, 
and tiny institutions toward the war which has set suffer- 
ing on a world stage we are overwhelmed. Why, John, 
the skies rain death, the seas disgorge terror, pleasant 
beaches where families picnicked and children played are 
a shambles, while the good earth is being drenched with 
human blood in ever-widening stains. Sons from millions 
of our homes are in the armed forces, and already tens 
of thousands of those who love them are in tears. It is all 
so puzzling, John. A chaplain told me recently that the 
most Christian officer in his battalion, the one most helpful 
to him as he worked with the soldiers, was the first man 
killed. You might answer that he was the one really ready to 
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embark on the venture of death. Yet, he left a wife and 
three little children to experience sorrow, and to have to 
struggle through life without his help. So many other 
soldiers in his sector were unmarried, and without his re- 
sponsibilities! 


“John, I could go and on, adding horror to horror, but 
have I not said enough to show that Horace Walpole was 
right when he asserted, ‘To those who think, life is comedy; 
to those who feel, life is tragedy’? 


“Speak, John, if you have anything you can say. I shall 
listen sympathetically, for I wish what you said just now 
were true. But what can you say? Why, an eight-year-old 
boy, reading the headlines of the daily papers, confronted 
by the brutality in our world, and aware of the struggle be- 
tween right and wrong in his own small heart, said rather 
pathetically to his mother one day, ‘Mamma, why didn’t 
God make us so that we should be good all the time?’ 
Why didn’t he, John, if he is love? Go ahead. I would 
that your affirmation could be sustained. On it I would 
stay my mind and rest my heart. Why are you silent? 
You must have spoken out of an ignorance that is childlike, 
or with a carelessness that is criminal.” 


John’s Answer: The Cross Says, Yes! 


How kind is his face, how gentle his hand upon my 
shoulder, as he says, ‘‘My son, I was neither naive, nor 
culpable, as I affirmed, ‘God is love.’ I am not unmindful 
of the wickedness of men, nor of the destructiveness of 
the forces of nature. Recall the age in which I lived. 
Surely you have heard of the mad Caligula, who in his 
blood lust, had spectators torn from their seats in the 
amphitheater, axd flung down to wild beasts made more 
savage by prolonged hunger! You are familiar with the 
story of Nero, who had Christians by the thousand dipped 
in pitch, then hung on crosses and set aflame for the illu- 
mination of his gardens! You have read of the siege of 
Jerusalem by Titus. So close was the investment of the 
city, that starving mothers killed their sucking infants and 
roasted them for food. So terrible the loss of life, that 
while there were a million, one hundred thousand people 
within the walls when the lines were drawn around them, 
only a hundred thousand were alive at the surrender! War- 
saw and Stalingrad were not worse than this! 


“You will recall from your study of history that fierce 
fires raged through Rome during the reigns of Nero and 
Titus, and that during my lifetime, lava vomited from 
Mount Vesuvius engulfed Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

“Ah, my son, human nature was not a lovely thing to 
look upon in the first century; ours was a cruder world 
than yours, and nature was not more kind. But one day 
a Man invited me to follow him. There was that in his 
face and voice which I could not resist. For years I walked 
with him through sunshine and shadow, through popularity 
and opposition. Never once did I see his patience, or love, 
or courage exhausted; not even by such selfishness and 
pride as mine. I saw him open his arms wide to little 
children, and stretch out his hands in healing to sin-stained 
men and scarlet women. I was present when he stooped 
and washed the feet of ambitious and stubborn men, and 


cleansed their mean hearts by his complete and uncon- 
scious humility. 


“I watched him as he bore a cross through those long, 
tortuous, rough-stoned Jerusalem streets, and up a hill 
called Calvary. I waited in the distance while they ham- 
mered hands and feet to its beams, and then as they lifted 
it, and the weight of his body tore open the nail wounds, 
I heard him say, ‘Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.’ Later, I recalled that he had told us, ‘He 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’ ‘God is like me!’ 

“Pile up on this side of me all the catastrophes visited 
by nature upon the human race, add to them all of man’s 
inhumanity to man through the centuries and in this day 
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of mechanized warfare; then place on that side, the Christ 
on his cross. Standing clear-eyed between the two, I must 
say in honesty, ‘God is love.’ 

‘“‘Haven’t you been looking in the wrong direction to 
discover what God is really like? You were a bit unfair 
to me just now, my son. While I appreciate fully the 
beauty of our world—Palestine is gorgeous in the spring- 
time, and I respond gladly to fineness in men—TI fellow- 
shipped with some highminded folk in the long ago; never 
did I rest a feather’s weight of my argument for the love 
of God upon such evidence. It has value. Yet not in na- 
ture, no matter how fair, nor in human nature, no matter 
how gracious, but ‘in this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’ ”’ 


John’s Conviction Becomes Ours 


“John, I yield, as men have ever surrendered to the 
Cross. Nothing that happens to us can contradict the 
revelation of God’s love on Golgotha. I see it now, the 
Cross is sufficient for us today, as it has been for Chris- 
tians always; as it was for you, so it is for us.” 

James Denney, one of our greatest New Testament 
scholars, felt with John the overflowing abundance of the 
message of the Cross. ‘‘Sometimes,’’ he said, ‘‘when I am 
preaching, I wish I were a Catholic, so that I might lift 
up a crucifix before the eyes of my congregation and cry, 
‘God loves like that!’ ”’ 

We have no need of a crucifix. If we have any faith and 
imagination at all, we can see that “full life of gentle 
deeds,’”” we can behold “a green hill far away, without a 
city wall, where the dear Lord was crucified, who died to 
save us all.” 

Yes, God loves like that! And because he loves like 
that we need have no “feeling of being forlorn and lonely 
in a world that makes no sense.” This is our Father’s 
world. In it, despite all the evidences to the contrary, 
he is working out his wise and gracious purposes. We 
are his children for whom he has lovingly planned. 

Because he loves like that, no matter what news comes 
to us from sons or daughters overseas, or serving in the 
homeland; no matter what other personal loss may be ours 
in the postwar days; no matter how long and terrible the 
period of reconstruction, we, his children, can know cour- 
age, and hope and peace. . 

Dr. Ralph Sockman has a neighbor whose little son when 
he is put to bed, calls out, “Daddy, may I sing myself to 
sleep?”’ Gladly the father says yes, and goes downstairs 
listening to the sweetest music that meets the human ear 
—the voice of a happy little child, singing himself to sleep. 
“‘And this,’ says Dr. Sockman, “is the kind of world we 
are out to build, a world in which little children, every- 
where, can sing themselves to sleep.”” Because God loves 
like that, men can toil through decades of darkness in the 
building of such a world with strong hands and steadfast 
hearts knowing that their hope will be fulfilled. 





N ONE of the western states there is a river which runs 
across two counties as a stream of some size. In three 
Places it turns power wheels, in another place it fur- 

nishes water for irrigation ditches, at still another it widens 
into an artificial lake where hot children may play on sum- 
mer days. But in a stretch of level country which tops a 
three-sided slope, the river hesitates, divides and takes a 
dozen courses, continuing on its way as a number of small, 
inconsequential streams. The little streams are pleasant 
enough, even useful in a mild way. But the strength of the 
river is dissipated; it has lost its dominant direction.— 
From EVERY DAY A PRAYER, by Margueritte Harmon 
Bro; Willett, Clark and Co. 
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Is Everybody Out of Step But Us? 


By THE EDITORS 


HY IS our church doing so little about educating its 
W membership in the principles which must under- 

gird a peaceful world?” This question is being 
asked from Texas to Maryland, from Missouri to Florida, as 
earnest laymen see other denominations crusading up and 
down the land in an effort to stress the priority of moral 
foundations in any structure which is designed to support 
a just and durable world order. 

The Congregational-Christian Church has been working 
on the task for several Years; the Methodist bishops led a 
notable crusade last year; Presbyterians, USA, are working 
on a well-conceived plan in educating their members along 
these lines. Northern Baptists, Episcopalians, and many 
others are doing much in this vast undertaking. Southern 
Presbyterians, except for annual pronouncements and an 
occasional program, have done little outside the field of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary which has a Department of Christian 
Relations with a staff and finances for promotion. To be 
sure, many local churches or smaller groups within pres- 
byteries and synods have been concerned about the situation 
and have done what they could within their boundaries to 
educate their constituency, and Dr. Carmichael provided a 
stimulating seminar at Montreat last summer, but as a de- 
nomination we have yet to do what laymen and ministers 
throughout the church are deeply concerned to see the 
church accomplish. 


Why Is This True? 


Why is this tragic fact peculiar to our denomination? 
Why are we doing so little, and nothing through As- 
sembly-authorized channels, to speak out to or for our 
church on the side of the establishment of a world order 
built upon moral foundations? 

The answer is a very simple one: We have no group or 
agency in our church with the authority needed to accom- 
plish such a purpose for the entire denomination. We have 
right convictions; we hate war and international anarchy; 
we want our people to use their prayers and influence on 
the side of international cooperation, but we have no way 
in which to become vocal as a denomination, or in any of its 
recognized parts, as we seek to reflect the mind of Christ 
as we have found it in the guidance of our constituency in 
this deeply significant area of responsibility. 

But, someone asks, the Assembly’s Committee on Social 
and Moral Welfare? Is such an undertaking not within its 
compass? Yes; it would rightly be the responsibility of 
this committee, but, by our constitution, the committee is 
limited in its work to the presentation of a report each 
year to the General Assembly; nothing more is it allowed 
to do. Of all such agencies serving the Christian denomi- 
nations of America, none, among the leading churches, 
is so sorely restricted as is our committee. The Southern 
Baptists are not so hampered; the Episcopalians are not; 
the Evangelical and Reformed committee is not; Presby- 
terians, USA, Congregationalists, Methodists, and many 
others have no such restricting arrangement as have we. 


Other Denominations Studied 


Out of nine leading denominations recently studied, only 
the Presbyterian Church, US, has its committee so curbed as 
to forbid its speaking, not in the name of the church but 
even in its own name, on matters of vital consequence. 
None that we know has a provision whereby any committee 
may speak for the church itself, but they do grant these 
educational committees the prerogative of speaking on mat- 
ters which they consider important enough, just as our 


church expects our executive committees to speak, and 
enables them to speak, within the areas of their responsi- 
bility. 

Many of these leading denominations have responsible 
committees with adequate staffs and a well-rounded pro- 
gram of service. They take many forms and accomplish 
far-reaching benefits for the Kingdom of God. 

Take the Southern Baptists, for example. Their organi- 
zation, called the Social Service Commission, is similar to 
the Southern Presbyterian committee at present, with no 
employed staff. But this very conservative denomination 
has a strong committee with such sub-committees as those 
on the liquor traffic, race relationships, world peace, re- 
turning service men, and industrial and agricultural 
problems. The committee reports annually to the general 
convention and its pronouncements may become the con- 
vention’s own. However, between conventions, the com- 
mittee has the power to issue pronouncements in its own 
name and to use its influence in appropriate ways through 
protests against flagrant violations of the moral code, 
through talks, through published articles and so on, as it 
indicates matters which deserve the denomination’s atten- 
tion. One project just ahead seeks publication of several 
handbooks along the lines of the committee’s responsibility 
by the denomination’s Sunday school board. 


Evangelical and Reformed Commission 


The Evangelical and Reformed Church, with its Commis- 
sion on Christian Social Action, has only recently employed 
a full-time executive secretary for leadership in this area. 
Its agency has the power to act in its ofn name—not the 
church’s name—as this is considered an essential require- 
ment for effective work. As an agency of the denomi- 
nation all its actions are naturally subject to review and 
approval or disapproval by the General Synod. The denomi- 
nation’s legislative body, after some years of experience, 
finally became convinced that there were altogether too 
many important projects of too great proportions to be car- 
ried out as a kind of spare time enterprise under the direc- 
tion of men who had their own full time responsibilities. 
Then they set up their agency, giving it adequate power. 

Presbyterians, USA, through their nine-year-old Depart- 
ment of Social Education and Action, work under and are 
financed by their Board of Christian Education with an 
able and effective staff. The service of this department is 
of a high order of excellence. Last year’s report on ‘‘The 
Church and Industrial Relations,’ reflecting the long and 
careful study and Christian convictions of laymen who 
represent management and labor, of ministers, and of other 
members of the church, representing the public, has been 
hailed as a signal achievement in building a bridge of under- 
standing in an area often marked by conflict and dissension. 


Congregational Social Action 


Another one of the best denominational agencies in this 
field is that of the Congregational Christian Churches. 
By its constitutional authority it conceives its responsibility 
as helping the churches of its communion in their under- 
standing and expression of the Christian’s fulfilment of 
what Christ spoke of as the second greatest command- 
ment. Through “research, education and action,” as em- 
powered by its constitution in 1934, the Council for Social 
Action has these roles: (a) It will speak to the churches; 
(b) It will envisage the cultivation of public opinion, and 
in so doing will speak for the churches when specifically 
commissioned to do so, or when denominational social pro- 
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nouncements may be judged to provide such a mandate; 
(c) It will speak and act, on occasion, in its own name, 
interceding in specific situations as an intermediary agency 
between the churches and other groups or movements. 
The council is accountable to the general council of the 
denomination for its actions. Its magazine, Social Action, 
has a wide influence. 

Northern Baptists have a three-year old, independent 
board, responsible to the general council and the annual 
convention. This Council on Christian Social Progress, 
as all the others, would ‘“‘never attempt to speak for the 
denomination or for the church, and seldom for ourselves. 
Rather we follow along with some position already taken 
by the convention. . We educate for action across the 
eonstituency.” 


Episcopalians at Work Since 1901 


Episcopalians have their Division of Christian Social 
Relations as an official agent of the church, a division of 
their national council. In this division, which goes back in 
its origins to 1901, is not only the responsibility for social 
education and action, but also for social work. Assistance 
to orphanages and homes for the aged as well as helping 
city missions improve their work, are also tasks for this 
group. 

The United Church of Canada seeks the fulfilment of the 
Great Commission under the direction of its Board of Evan- 
gelism and Social Service, presenting the claims of Christ 
and teaching the social implications of his gospel. Its work 
is closely integrated with that of the presbyteries. 

One highly esteemed Christian worker, Worth M. Tippy, 
known from coast to coast for his leadership in this field, 
looks upon several decades of activities as the denominations 
have grown in their realization that, after all, Christ must 
have meant what he said about the prior claims of his 
Kingdom over the affairs of men. The hazards in develop- 
ing the right kind of work, he feels, are these: (1) Too 
much caution, which betrays the church by not giving 
vision and initiative; (2) Turning too much to the left, so 
that the church is not carried along; (3) The mistake of 
having non-technical leadership, especially in the field of 
social work and community service, and (4) Inadequate 
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financing, so that a department is too limited in the service 
it can render. In his judgment, a denomination’s com- 
mittee does its best work under the heading of ‘‘ccommunity 
service (using the term in its larger connection); first in 
local communities, then state, then nationally and lastly 
in the newly-forming world community.” 


Lead? Or Follow Far Behind? 


This survey of the field is partial. It is indicative of 
what leading communions (and many that follow) are 
doing in an area of vast importance. Progressive laymen 
and ministers of the Southern Presbyterian Church do not 
want their denomination to follow twenty-five years behind 
the march in Christian witness-bearing. They are concerned 
to see their church among the best in the service of its 
own members and in its ministry to the community, the 
nation and the world. As they think about it they see 
several possible courses of action. The General Assembly 
could do one of these (the following order indicates no 
preference): 

1. The present Committee on Social and Moral Welfare 
could be enlarged, adequately financed for the employment 
of a staff, and empowered to serve the church and the Lord 
without the present hampering restrictions. Such a com- 
mittee would be placed on the same level as the church’s 
executive agencies, with the same authority and under the 
same type of Assembly control. 

2. The responsibility could be assigned to a new depart- 
ment of the Religious Education Committee which has its 
established educational channels serving the church. This 
might be a less painful manner in which to provide needed 
finances, and it has its precedents. 

3. The example of the United Church of Canada could be 
followed in a union of evangelism and Christian relations as 
included in the Great Commission. Present resources would 
have to be multiplied in order to provide trained leader- 
ship for the added responsibilities. 

Or, other possibilities may occur to our readers. It is 
unthinkable that we should continue to drift along and do 
nothing at all. 

What, in your judgment, should the Assembly do about 
this vital matter? 


REPORTS TO THE ASSEMBLY 





On Sabbath Observance 


The past year has not seen any improvement in the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath Day, according to the General As- 
sembly’s Permanent Committee on the Sabbath. Pointing 
to the proper observance of the day as ‘‘next to evangelism, 
and, indeed, as a vital aid to evangelism,’’ the committee 
insists that “the church probably has no greater duty and 
responsibility than to declare and enforce the command of 
God”’ regarding the Sabbath. A warning is sounded re- 
garding the ‘“‘fear that, after this war is over and the people 
in the armed forces return home, there may prevail the idea 
of the Continental Sunday.”’ 

The committee urges ‘‘an educational advance in the 
study of Sabbath observance” in all areas of the church’s 
life, and it proposes ‘‘a positive strategy of Sabbath wor- 
ship and work,” in view of its conviction ‘that many of 
our people would welcome and respond to instruction and 
leadership in reference to the why and how to do what on 
the Sabbath.” 

The Assembly is asked to ‘‘urge all churches to plan and 
promote such Sabbath Day programs of worship and Chris- 
tian service as will keep the church membership busy and 
so occupied that there will be no time for worldly work 
and worldly recreations.’’ 

To this end the committee stresses the Sunday morning 


and evening services in the church, the Sunday school, 
outpost mission work, young people’s activities through 
meetings at the church and projects in Christian service, 
and an over-all emphasis upon ‘‘Sabbath home life.’’ 

Quoting Professor James Orr, of Glasgow, the committee 
says, ‘“‘The purely ecclesiastical view has never been able to 
secure observance of the Day. The Puritans knew 
where to go for leverage in bringing the obligations of Sab- 
bath observance to bear upon men’s consciences, and until 
we imitate them in basing our claims for observance of the 
Lord’s Day broad and deep on the strong foundations of 
God’s Word we may labor in vain to check the present 
powerful tendencies to Sabbath desecration.” 


“The manner in which the Sabbath is observed among 
us today,’ the committee concludes, ‘is a symptom of a 
worldly-minded church and a paganizing state. Let us ever 
be mindful of the truth that as goes the Sabbath so goes 
the church, and as goes the church so goes America. We 
cannot build a Christian Church and a Christian country 
on the debris of a broken-down Sabbath. When the Sab- 
bath is lost, worship ceases, religion declines, the church 
apostatizes, the nation becomes pagan, and men, women 
and children are lost... .” " 


The report is signed by S. C. Byrd, J. C. Bailey, C. A. 
Calecote, R. C. MeQuilkin, and J. A. Stoddard. 





PRESBYTERIES 





NEW ORLEANS ASKS 
DIVORCE STUDY 

An overture to the 85th General As- 
sembly is being submitted by New Or- 
leans Presbytery, asking that the Per- 
manent Committee on Social and Moral 
Welfare be instructed: 

To study carefully the laws of our 
church relative to the grounds of 
divorce and the procedure in the mar- 
riage of divorced persons; 

To recommend to the 
Assembly changes in these laws that 
the committee after such study may 
deem wise and proper. 


1946 General 


ONE LESS PRESBYTERY; NOW 87 

By order of the Synod of Texas, the 
Presbyteries of Brownwood and Fort 
Worth were united on April 17, under 
the name of the Presbytery of Mid- 
Texas, making the Assembly’s total 
number of presbyteries, 87. James F. 
Hardie, Fort Worth, was elected mod- 
erator, and J. Leighton Green, also of 
Fort Worth, stated clerk. 


REQUESTS NO SYNOD MEETING 

Albemarle Presbytery is requesting 
the Synod of North Carolina to cancel 
its 1945 meeting, in view of the present 
emergency. It also urges the cancel- 
lation of the home missions conference 
which is held each year just before the 
synod meets. Orange Presbytery, re- 
plying to a message from the synod’s 
moderator, voted to ask ODT permission 
for the synod meeting. 


AGAINST PRESBYTERY 
RE-ALIGNMENT 

West Hanover Presbytery voted 28-3 
against a plan being studied by the 
Synod of Virginia whereby the number 
of its presbyteries 


would be reduced 
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from eight to six. The plan calls for 
the dissolution of Roanoke and West 
Hanover Presbyteries with the terri- 
tory divided between Lexington, Mont- 
gomery and East Hanover. 


PASTORS’ SALARIES INCREASED 


Fifteen churches in Mecklenburg 
Presbytery were recently given permis- 
sion by the presbytery to increase their 
pastors’ salaries. The presbytery re- 
ported a total church membership of 
21,160, with 679 added during the year 
on profession of faith and 957 by cer- 
tificate. This is the largest presbytery 
in the Assembly. 


Ministers Urge that Elders Be 
Used to Serve Pastorless Churches 

Decatur, Ga.—At the recent Town 
and Country Ministers’ Institute at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, it was urged by the 
ministers: 

That elders be trained in each pres- 
bytery to serve pastorless churches; 

That, since most of the churches of 
the General Assembly are small, with 
limited leadership, the Assembly’s 
agencies should be urged to prepare 
their literature with the small church 
in mind. 


E. Stanley Jones Leaves 
On Latin-American Tour 

New York (RNS).—E. Stanley Jones, 
Methodist missionary evangelist, has 
left this country for a_ three-months 
preaching mission to Latin-American 
countries, including Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uru- 
guay, and Brazil. 

He will be accompanied during part 
of his tour by G. Baez Camargo, former 
executive secretary of the National 
Evangelical Council of Mexico. George 
P. Howard, author of “Religious Liberty 
in Latin-America?”’ will travel with Dr. 
Jones through some countries. 
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The Presbyterian Church in the Uningow has 


lains in the army, including nine from thefpurch, a 


the navy, including three from the A. R, piThe del 


has more than filled its quota in both thd navy. 


DEFENSE SERVICE (( 
PRESBYTERIAN CHIRK 
Dan T. Caldwell, Direc 


410 Atlantic Life Build 
Richmond 19, Virginia, 


Pictures and lists of chaplains in "oo 


which appeared here in the issues of April fad May | 


CHAPLAINS IN 1 


se 





1. Charles E. Canady, Jr. 13. Wreley 
2. Arthur G. Courtenay 14. J 

2. James Walter Dickson, Jr. 15. Jieds 

4. tichard O. Flinn, Jr. 16. J@rts 

5. Taft A. Franklin 17. ¢@ Jr. 

6. Norman B. Gibbs 18. Mpren 

7. Thomas B. Hoover 19. Aker, Jr. 
8 Murray E. Love R. P. 

9. Carlyle A. MeDonald 20. TEDill, Jr. 
10. William A. McIlwaine 21. Witchell 
11. Walter K. Maude 22 sly 

12. George M. Pickard 


Also in the Army, but mhs 





Henry H. Bear James 
John Bright Josep 
William P. Burns Zz. T. 
Jay M. Davis Charl@ter 
Warren R. Hall, Jr. A. B. 
Richard C. Lipsey 4 
A. R. Martin Charl 
Henry P. Mobley, Jr. Willi 

CHAPLAINS IN 

‘ 

1. William Kirk Allen, Jr. 17. S#ferson 
2. John F. Anderson, Jr. “4. 7 
3. Walter P. Baldwin, Jr. 1". 
4 Bernard HM. Boyd 20 ison, J 
x John W. Bracey 21 
6. Howard (. Cobbs 92. Melle 
7. Gus J. Craven 23. Mawright 
8. Gower Crosswell, Jr. 24. m, Jr, 
% Marshall W. Doggett, Jr. 95. ¢ 
19. J. H. Harper 26. WSprunt 
11. Carl G. Howie 27. Wavis 
12. Allen Jones 2s. Milkinson 
13. W. Peter Katt 29. HWilliams 
14. Robert M. Lemly 30. Williar 





1; Malcolm CC. Melver. Jr. P, 
16. J. P. G. Moffett 31 
Also in the Navy, but 
Vanee Barron Lela 
John M. Brown Gra 
S. Evans Brown Alesfway 
Chauncey V. Farrell coe Jr, 
William H. Foster, Jr. 208 
Craham Gilmer Roba 
Maleolm W. Graham Jam4 
Moses Elmore Gregg i. * 
Carl W. Herrick P, 
Richard G. Hutcheson Lou 
H. Kk. Iverson 
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EDITORIAL 


Prayer for the 
Conference of the United Nations 


OST HIGH GOD, who rulest in the 
M kingdom of men and givest unto 
every people its heritage to en- 
rich the commonwealth of mankind, 
send thy Spirit of good counsel upon 
the representatives of the United 
Nations now in conference. As thou 
hast bound their peoples together in 
a costly struggle for liberty, hold them 
in one resolve to devise measures to 
maintain order and to prevent war. 
Keep in the thoughts of the delegates 
the bloodshed, suffering and loss of 
these years of strife, and let the sacri- 
fices of brave men for freedom sanctify 
their purposes. Enlighten them to dis- 
cern and guard against causes of con- 
flict and to provide means for peaceful 
change in a world which does not stand 
still. Kindle in their hearts a passion 
for righteousness and for brotherhood. 
Rid them of desire for advantages for 
their own countries which do not in- 
clude the weal of all lands. And of thy 
mercy so guide their deliberations with 
thy wisdom that the nations may be 
linked in lasting fellowship. 
In the day of victory, purify the con- 
querors’ souls of vengeance; and move 
them to seek justice with kindness that 





OUTLOOK 


may further a healing peace. 
Humble every people in penitence for 
its part in the greed and pride and lust 
for power which plunged the world in 
disastrous war. And do thou, who 
givest grace unto the lowly, consecrate 
the nations to relieve the dire need 
of the victims of strife and to plan an 
ampler life for the children of men 
everywhere, in the spirit of him, who, 
because he made himself servant of all, 
is the Prince of Peace, even Jesus Christ 
the Lord. AMEN. 

HENRY SLOANE COFFIN. 


they 


Reparations in Kind 


When Germany is defeated she will 
be required to pay reparations in kind, 


according to leaders of the United 
Nations. This means that Germany will 
be required to make up for the de- 


struction she has wrought in the war 
by furnishing German labor and Ger- 
man materials to rebuild a wrecked 
Europe. Reparations in kind is a sub- 
stitute for the reparations in money 
that Germany was supposed to make 
after the last war. After this war a 
vast bill expressed in terms of money 
was presented to Germany. But there 
was no way in which such a sum could 
be paid without wrecking the economy 
of Europe. The principle of reparations 
in kind undertakes to avoid the error 
made after the last war. 

On the surface it is easy to see the 
essential justice of the demand for 
reparations in kind. It is an appli- 
cation to Germany of a principle upon 
which Germany herself has worked. 
There are millions of men in Germany 
today who have been forced by the 
Germans to enter Germany and to work 
in the mines, the factories and on the 
farms of Germany. Some of these men 
are prisoners of war. Millions of them 
have been drafted from the civilian 
population of the conquered countries. 
And the Germans have literally looted 
the countries they have conquered. 
Their treatment of conquered Europe 
has been the greatest raid for spoils in 
history. They have taken machinery, 
food, stock, etc. When they leave a 
nation, they leave it starving. It is easy 
on the basis of what the Germans have 
already done to see an element of jus- 
tice in the demand for reparations in 
kind. 

But it is more difficult to see how 
such a demand can be fulfilled within 
the demands of justice. If the things 
the Germans have stolen could be re- 
captured they should, of course, be re- 
turned. But when Germany is finally 
defeated there will be very little of ma- 
terial value left in Germany. It is diffi- 
cult to see how large reparations can 
be paid in kind out of the material 
wealth that will be left in Germany 
when the war ends. 

And it is difficult to see how German 
labor can be used for this purpose with 
any approximation of justice as far as 
the individual is concerned. If this de- 
mand is enforced on a large scale it will 
mean for German manhood that the 
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coming of peace will not mean the 
chance to rebuild a broken country, but 
the beginning of a period of slavery. 
There is some sense in the statement 
that the allies have given the German 
soldier no choice but death or Siberia. 
The millions of enslaved Germans who 
will toil in Russia after the war will not 
face a fate that is pleasant to contem- 
plate. If such a fate is enforced on these 
men there should be every safeguard to 
see that conditions of work are fair, 
that a definite time is set for the end 
of their period of service, and that basic 
human rights are not ignored. 


If this demand is really carried 
through it will probably fall, not on the 
generation that was guilty of starting 
the war, but on the generation that has 
grown up during the war. This genera- 
tion has already suffered enough in the 
bombing of Germany for these chil- 
dren of war to be embittered for life. 
If they have to follow this war by years 
of enslaved service, we will leave a trail 
of bitterness that will sow the seeds 
of hatred that will prepare the way 
for another war. 

The whole idea of reparations in kind 
needs to be more clearly defined before 
the American people can sanction it in 
the name of justice and as part of the 
basis of an enduring peace. 


HOLMES ROLSTON. 


Thirst 

When Jesus, talking with the woman 
of Samaria about the Water of Life, 
said, ‘‘Whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst,” 
he did not mean that just one drink 
would permanently satisfy. The second 
part of this verse makes this clear, 
“But the water that I shall give him 
shall become in him a well of water 
springing up unto eternal life.” 


The point is that once you receive 
Jesus into your heart as a personal 
Savior, ever afterward you carry with-: 
in you an all-sufficient source of refresh- 
ment to which you can turn at any hour 
or place, and quench even the first in- 
timation of thirst. This is the sense in 
which we never thirst again—we never 
allow our need to go that far! Why 
should we? for the spring is inexhaust- 
ible and, most wonderful of all, it is 
within! 


So would I come unto thy crystal 


springs, 
Master, while yet the noon of life is 
high, 
Lest twilight, stealing in on somber 
wings, 


Should find my soul engrossed with 
earthly things, 
Or by the wayside I should faint and 
die. 


Here would I, too, feel my unworthiness, 
Here leave my earthen vessel on the 
brink, 
The vainness of all lesser loves confess, 
My spirit crying in its emptiness— 
O, give me of thy living stream to 
drink! 


J. CALVIN REID. 
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THE REV. MR. THAT-TOMORROW 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Certain individuals have failed here 
by turning to empty argument 
such studies bear upon _ speculations 
rather than on the divine order which 
belongs to faith—I Timothy 1:6, 4 
( Moffatt.) 


(A letter from a reporter on the New 
Babyiton News-Brick to a relative in 
Vanity Fair.) 


Dear Aunt Minnie: 

So the First Mortgage Church is 

looking for a minister again. I’m not 
surprised. But it does seem funny that 
after what I hear of Mr. This-today 
you would be interested in Mr. That- 
tomorrow. However, since you have 
written me unofficially for the pulpit 
committee, I’ll give you a line. 
As a matter of fact, there are two 
preachers here by that same name, and 
I don’t know which one you mean. As 
you know, I don’t attend church often, 
but both these men make news, so I 
keep up with them more or less. 

The two men are cousins. They never 
speak; each one thinks the other un- 
speakable. But they strike me as being 
very much alike in one thing: they are 
just not interested in Now. They are 
far-sighted men, too far-sighted to see 
this present world. One of the cousins 
is the Rev. Jonah That-tomorrow; he 
is the minister of the Second Guessing 
Church out in Wildacres. He must be 
the greatest living expert on the end of 
the world. He has an impressive pulpit 
manner, a voice a congressman would 
envy, and he has built up a tremendous 
membership. His famous chart of the 
centuries, Milestones of the Millen- 
niums, he calls it, hangs in his church 
and his members tell me it’s an educa- 
tion just to sit and look at it. At any rate 
his people seem to be much better ac- 
quainted with the order of events in 
the next world than they are with the 
history of this one. I have been out to 
hear him a few times, but he seems 
always to be preaching from Daniel or 
Revelation. 

He is a hard man to find in his own 
pulpit, because he is always off to a 
prophetic conference somewhere. Among 
the unscrewers of the inscrutable I un- 
derstand he rates high: but he never 
has joined the local ministerial asso- 
ciation. I must say he is sincere and 
consistent, for to the best of my knowl- 
edge he never has joined a single project 
for the betterment of local conditions. 
His only interest in the present world 
is to denounce it. I think he enjoys 
hearing bad news, for, as he says, the 
worse the world is, the nearer the end 
must be. He is not at all interested 
in improvement, for if the world were 
growing better even a little bit, his pre- 
dicted cataclysms would have to be post- 


poned. Once I asked him if he had any 
comment to make on New Babylon’s 
high murder rate. He asked me in a 
shocked tone if I were actually pro- 
posing to destroy one of the Signs of 
the Times. The higher the murder rate, 
he said, the nearer the Lord’s return; 
and after that there would be no more 
murders. 

Well, the other Mr. That-tomorrow 
is quite a different man. Or at least 
he walks a different road, though he 
reaches the same end. He is the Rev. 
Mr. Jellyby That-tomorrow, minister of 
the Reformed Utopian Church of St. Ma- 
nana. Mr. Jellyby T. is like his cousin, 
a Better-worlder, but quite unlike his 
cousin he doesn’t believe in waiting for 
it. He is always talking about Building 
the Kingdom of God. Mr. Jonah T 
looks for the Kingdom any day, out 
of the sky; Mr. Jellyby T. expects to 
read about it any day in the newspaper. 
This Mr. Jellyby That-tomorrow is a 
hard man to find, too; he is generally 
up at the capitol lobbying with the legis- 
lators, or organizing some new society 
for improving the Senegambians. 
Whenever a new movement is launched, 
Mr. T. is there to christen it. In one 
week letters came in to the office from 
not less than nine uplift outfits, and 
Mr. Jellyby That-tomorrow’s name was 
on every letterhead. I have been down 
to his church a few times, but I don’t 
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think he lets any texts get in his way. 
Every time I have been there he was 
making a recruiting speech for some 
cause or other—I never heard him make 
one for the Christian Church. He is as 
much all-out for the millennium as his 
cousin Jonah, and he never fails to put 
a bet on any cause that seems likely to 
produce it. 

Both of these men must be tremen- 
dous optimists, otherwise they would 
both have died of disappointment long 
since. Things in this world sometimes 
go up and sometimes down, at least they 
do here in New Babylon; and when 
they get better, Mr. Jonah That-tomor- 
row has to put off his millennium a lit- 
tle longer; and when they get worse, 
Mr. Jellyby T. has to postpone his Ideal 
World. I gather that Mr. Jonah T. 
expects the angels to attend to it, and 
Mr. Jellyby T. figures on a Movement to 
do it. He used to think the Revolution 
would produce the perfect world, then 
he expected the end of the war (you 
remember—the Third War to End War) 
would accomplish it; then it was the 
League of Tyrants, and now it’s the new 
amendment to the constitution. St. 
Manana ought to pin up an honor roll 
of New Messiahs killed in action. 


What I can’t figure out is why the 
First Mortgage Church should think of 
following up Mr. This-today with Mr. 
That-tomorrow. ‘The only reason I can 
think of is that if members of your pul- 
pit committee are like ours, they ask 
all the questions about the prospect but 
one: What kind of doctrine does the 
man preach? 


As ever, BILL. 
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Overseas Relief Called Vital 
Concern, by Welfare Committee 
(Report to General Assembly) 


Declaring that “the Church Commit- 
tee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruc- 
tion is rapidly assuming a vital place 
among the churches of our nation,” the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., is informed by its Com- 
mittee on War Relief that this inter- 
denominational agency is doing a work 
which “bids fair to become one of the 
deepest concerns of our church and of 
all churches.” 


The interdenominational committee 
(CCORR), which was created by the 
Federal Council of Churches and the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, provided channels through 
which individuals and churches ‘‘have a 
part in ministry to a suffering world 
and in rebuilding the world church.” 
CCORR investigates all independent 
agencies seeking financial assistance 
from the churches, recommending those 
it finds worthy. At present there are 
nine on its approved list. CCORR main- 
tains close contact with the United Na- 
tional Relief and Rehabilitation Admin- 








\ 


if itis a 
National sis.e... 
It is the Beloved 
KING JAMES VERSION 







For years NATIONAL has 
featured the authorized King 
James Version exclusively 
... it is the most beautiful, 
most inspiring translation. 


. 
National piBLes 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


INCE 1863 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


istration, as it does with the denomina- 
tions which compose its own member- 
ship. 

The War Relief Committee reports a 
continuation of an offer from a private 
fund in giving one dollar for every five 
raised by the church, up to a total of 
$10,000. A 1945-46 goal of $90,000 is 
proposed (this year’s goal was $60,000). 

Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, foreign coun- 
selor of the CCORR, and author of the 
recent stirring pamphlet, The Church’s 
Battle for Europe’s Soul, will speak to 
the Assembly on Monday, May 28. 


President Truman Called 
‘Truly Religious Man’ 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—President 
Harry S. Truman was described as a 
“truly religious man” by Frederick 
Brown Harris, pastor of the Foundry 
Methodist Church and chaplain of the 
U. S. Senate. Dr. Harris was the first 
clergyman to make an official call on 
the President since he assumed office. 

“He sees clearly the need of moral 
and spiritual guidance in the shaping of 
the new world which must come from 
the present holocaust,”’ Dr. Harris said. 

The Senate chaplain added that, in 
his judgment, no member of the Senate 
ever revealed more spiritual insight and 
hearty reverence in the daily meditation 
period with which each session is opened 
than Mr. Truman. 
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America 


A NEW STANZA 
Father of every race, 
Giver of every grace, 
Hear us, we pray! 
Let every land be free; 
May all men brothers be, 
All nations honor thee 
Now and for aye. 

—Herman H. Horne. 


This new stanza, written by Dr. 
Horne, a professor at New York Uni- 
versity, expresses the objectives of the 
United Nations. It is not copyrighted. 
Free copies, gummed for insertion in 
hymnbooks, will be furnished by writ- 
ing the Goodwill Commission, State of 
New Jersey, 1060 Broad St., Newark, 
N. J. 


RADIO 


PRESBYTERIAN BROADCASTS 
Sunday Mornings—8:30 A. M. (EWT). 


Sunday, May 6 
George Mauze, pastor, 
lem, N. C. Sermon: 
a Leader.” 


Winston-Sa- 
“A Man Without 








James L. Fowle 


May 13, James A. Fowle, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., ‘‘Comfort ‘Ye My People.”’ 


May 20, A. L. Currie, Richmond, Va., 
“Our Ebenezer.’”’ 


May 27, J. R. Cunningham, Davidson, 
N. C., “Concerning the Church.” 


June 3, A. W. Dick, Spartanburg, S. 
C., “It Will Be Daybreak Soon.” 


Stations carrying these broadcasts 
are: WINX; Washington; WRVA, Rich- 


mond; WDBJ, Roanoke; WPTF, Ra- 
leigh; WSJS, Winston-Salem; WBIG, 
Greensboro; WWN, Asheville; WSOC, 
Charlotte; WIS, Columbia; WSPA, 


Spartanburg; WTMS, Charleston, S. C., 
and WJAX, Jacksonville. 
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The Tragedy of the Northern Kingdom 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 18 


I Kings 12—22; Il Kings 1—10, 15, 


17:6-8 


Printed Lesson: I Kings 12:26-30; 16:30-33; 19:1-4, 18b-18; II Kings 


4:8-11; 


Our lessons this quarter give us a 
rapid survey of Bible history from Gen- 
esis to Revelation. It will help us to 
follow the story if we fix in our minds 
the general theme of the various books, 
somewhat as follows: 

Genesis: The Beginning of the Cove- 
nant People; Exodus: The Birth of the 
Covenant nation; Leviticus: The Legis- 
lation of the Covenant Nation; Num- 
bers: The Advance of the Covenant Na- 
tion upon the Promised Land; Deuter- 
onomy: The Farewell Addresses of Moses 
to the Covenant Nation; Joshua: The 
Settlement of the-Covenant Nation in 
the Promised Land; Judges: The Fail- 
ure of the Covenant Nation as a Theoc- 
racy; Ruth: The Hope of the Covenant 
Nation; I-II Samuel: The Rise of the 
Covenant Nation as a Monarchy; I-II 
Kings: The Fall of the Covenant Nation 
as a Monarchy. 

The history of Israel as related in 
Kings is divided into five distinct pe- 
riods: 


I. The Reign of Solomon, I Kings 1-11 


Solomon, the son of David and Bath- 
sheba, was a wise and brilliant ruler 
who brought Israel to the height of its 
material splendor. So his contempo- 
raries thought. But Solomon’s mag- 
nificence which attracted the attention 
and won the admiration of distant po- 
tentates, like the Queen of Sheba, was 
based, as we have seen, on ruinous tax- 
ation of the well-to-do and the forced 
labor, practically serfdom of the poor 
(5:13-17; 9:15, 23). 

Before Solomon’s death ugly disaffec- 
tion had begun to raise its head. Hadad 
in Edom and Rezon in Syria had capi- 
talized on the restlessness of the prov- 
inces (11:14-25). Much more serious 
was the treachery of Jeroboam, one of 
the king’s most trusted civil servants, 
placed by him in charge of the labor 
battalions drawn from the tribe of 
Ephraim. Solomon crushed the incip- 
ient rebellion and Jeroboam fled to 
Egypt, where he was protected by Shi- 
shak, king of Egypt, who saw in him a 
helpful ally (11:26-40). 


II. Jeroboam and his Successors, 
I Kings 12:1—16:20 


When Solomon finally died, Reho- 
boam, his son, naturally expected to suc- 
ceed him on the throne. Representa- 
tives of the northern tribes indicated, 
however, that they would accept him as 
their king only on one condition, that 
the oppressive yoke of Solomon’s gov- 
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ernment be lightened. Specifically they 
offered him the kingdom if he would 
pledge himself to abolish or at any rate 
to relax the compulsory service de- 
manded by Solomon and to reduce the 
heavy taxes by which his luxurious es- 
tablishment had been maintained. Re- 
hoboam refused this reasonable demand 
because he was jealous for his own pre- 
rogatives, because he thought only of 
how he might exploit the people and 
make profit out of their necessity, and 
not at all of how he might serve them. 
Led by Jeroboam, whose defense of 
their rights they had not forgotten, 
and who now served as their spokes- 
man, the ten northern tribes revolted, 
and ultimately elected Jeroboam as 
their king. This division of the king- 
dom lasted for 253 years, till Israel, 
the northern nation, was carried cap- 
tive, and Judah remained alone as the 
bearers of the Promise. 

We presume that Jeroboam corrected 
the economic grievances which had been 
the main cause for the divided kingdom. 
The sacred historian is more concerned 
with his religious policy which is de- 
scribed in 12:25-33. MacLaren speaks 
of it very aptly and appositely as Po- 
litical Religion. In imitation of the 
Egyptian custom, in recollection it may 
be of Aaron’s golden calf, Jeroboam in- 
troduced calf worship into Israel, not 
the worship of new gods it should be 
noted, but the worship of Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, under the form of a calf. 
The purpose of this innovation (leading 
so easily to idolatry and debasement of 
the worship of Jehovah) was a fear 
that religious unity would heal the 
schism of political duality, and that Je- 
roboam might lose his throne if the peo- 
ple continued to worship at Jerusalem. 
The new worship demanded a new 
priesthood (for the old Levites refused 
to serve at the new shrines) and a new 
cultus. But a new political priesthood 
was not likely to bring God’s will to 
bear upon the policies of the nation 
(cf. Amos 7:10-13). 

Later prophets were unanimous in 
tracing the ultimate downfall of Israel 
to the mistaken policy of Jeroboam, the 
subordination of true religion to po- 
litical expediency. Chosen to save Israel 
from political and economic corruption 
he lives in history as the man who 
made Israel to sin. “All who divide 
and keep divided nations and churches 
and families and friends, in order to 
make a name or a living or a party, are 
the true seed of Jeroboam. All who in- 


18 


flame and perpetuate such divisions lest 
they should lose their stake of money, 
or of influence, or of occupation” share 
in the same sin. And the commonest 
man, the most uninfluential, is not ex- 
empt from the same failure—the re- 
sponsibility of making others to sin, 
for his own economic or political ad- 
vancement, 

Jeroboam was succeeded by his son 
Nadab, who reigned two years and was 
slain by Baasha. Baasha reigned two 
years and was succeeded by his son 
Elah. Elah was slain after two years 
by Zimri, who reigned seven days and 
was succeeded by Omri, the captain of 
the host. 


Ill. The House of Omri, 
I Kings 16:21—II Kings 8:29 


Omri, though barely mentioned in the 
Bible, was one of the strongest kings 
ever possessed by Israel. He established 
the first stable dynasty that the North- 
ern Kingdom had enjoyed; he made Sa- 
maria the capital, a choice as wise as 
the selection of Jerusalem by David; 
he reigned with such vigor that for 
many years the Northern Kingdom was 
known in the Assyrian inscriptions (re- 
cently discovered) as the Kingdom of 
Omri. 

In the sacred record, however, much 
more space is given to the reign of 
Ahab. Omri’s son Ahab was a strong 
warrior who waged successful war 
against Syria and was capable also as 
an administrator. But he was morally 
weak and seems to have been com- 
pletely dominated by his strong and un- 
scrupulous wife. This woman, Jezebel, 
was the daughter of the king of Sidon. 
She was a worshipper of Baal, whose 
worship was an immoral fertility cult, 
which made no ethical demands on its 
followers and which at the same time 
appealed strongly to the sensual nature 
of the natural man. Through her mach- 
inations Ahab introduced the worship 
of Baal into Israel. It became the wor- 
ship of the court and it was not long 
until this religion bade fair to displace 
the pure and more austere religion of 
the one true God in the hearts of the 
people. At last Jezebel felt strong 
enough to stamp out the rival religion 
by force (18:4, 18, 19, 20, 22; 19:10, 
18). 

It was in such a time as this, when 
the religion of Baal was threatening to 
supplant the religion of Jehovah in 
Israel, a time when no one else in the 
land dared to make a protest, that 
Elijah appeared in the land as a prophet 
of the Lord. He began his campaign by 
announcing that Jehovah would with- 
hold the rain from the land. As Baal 
was considered by his adherents to con- 
trol sunshine and rain, this was a 
clear-cut claim that Jehovah was the 
only true God. Three years after mak- 
ing this statement Elijah, who had pru- 
dently retired in the interval, reap- 
peared in Israel and challenged the 
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prophets of Baal to the decisive test. 
A sacrifice was laid out on Mt, Carmel 
(claimed as sacred to Baal) and it was 
agreed that the God who answered by 
fire should be recognized as the true 
God. All day the prophets of Baal cried 
unto their god, but he did not answer. 
Then Elijah prayed. A bolt came out 
of the blue and the sacrifice was con- 
sumed. All the people who saw, fell 
on their faces, and cried, “Jehovah, he 
is God; Jehovah, he is God!” Then in 
obedience to the command of Elijah 
they fell upon the prophets of Baal and 
slew them. To make his victory com- 
plete Elijah then announced that the 


long drought was at an end, “and it . 


came to pass in a little while that the 
heavens grew black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great rain.”’ Eli- 
jah ended the day by running before the 
chariot of Ahab from Carmel to Jez- 
reel, a distance of sixteen miles. He 
retired that night, tired certainly, but 
happy. His victory seemed to be com- 
plete. Jezebel would be forced to 
acknowledge her defeat. 

But he misjudged his opponent. She 
realized that the only way to snatch 
victory out of the jaws of defeat was 
to frighten the prophet out of the land. 
And so she sent a messenger to Elijah 
to inform him that she would kill him 
before another day was ended, and the 
prophet in his weariness and discour- 
agement took the bait. He started run- 
ning, and did not stop, except to catch 
his breath, until he was safely out of 
the reach of Jezebel. 


After he had rested he began to feel 
the prick of conscience. A voice came, 
‘What doest thou here, Elijah?” In 
other words, “How can you justify your 
presence here?”’ Elijah had run away; 
he should have been in Israel fighting 
for the Lord. The prophet managed to 
quiet this troublesome voice for a mo- 
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ment (19:9-10), but only for a mo- 
ment, as we sometimes do when the 
voice within suggests that we are de- 
serters in the battle of life. Then came 
the great vision which sent him back 
into the battle. As he stood upon the 
mount a great wind passed by, but God 
was not in the wind; an earthquake 
shook the ground, but God was not in 
the earthquake; a mighty fire raged, 
but God was not in the fire. After the 
fire the still small voice (which would 
not be silenced, said again: ‘“‘What doest 
thou here, Elijah?’ Elijah tried once 
more to excuse himself, but God’s call 
came clear and distinct: ‘Go, return. 


” 
. 


There are many interpretations of 
this scene at Horeb, but the only one 
which appeals to the writer and seems 
to him to suit the whole context is 
briefly as follows: Elijah was despon- 
dent over the fortunes of the Kingdom 
of God and his own part therein. God, 
in answer, reminded him that he had 
almighty power at his disposal which 
he might use for the establishment of 
his Kingdom, such irresistible power as 
that represented by the wind and the 
fire and the earthquake, but that he 
preferred to work through men who 
would hearken to his voice—that still 
small voice within. This interpretation 
accords perfectly with what follows. 
After the storm there came the voice 
which said to Elijah, ‘‘What doest thou 
here? Go return on thy way . . anoint 
Hazael, and Jehu, and Elisha.’’ These 
men were to carry on the work which 
he had begun, to continue the campaign 
into the next generation. 


There is a lesson here for us. We 
often grow discouraged about the for- 
tunes of God’s Kingdom, or about our 
own affairs which seem to be in a bad 
way. We wonder why God does not 
intervene with supernatural power to 
advance his kingdom, to put his enemies 
to rout. God does have almighty power 
at his disposal; we can be sure, there- 
fore, of the ultimate victory, but he 
chooses to work through men who re- 
spond to his will. We must continue 
the battle, therefore, in spite of dis- 
couragement, regardless of temporary 
defeat, and we must train other men to 
carry on the work after we are gone. 


In accordance with God’s command, 
Flijah called Elisha and prepared him 
to carry on the prophetic tradition. 
After Elijah’s translation, Elisha took 
up the work that he had begun, and 
earried it to a successful conclusion. 
He set in motion the forces that finally 
eradicated Baal worship from the land. 
More important, by a life of sympathy 
and helpfulness, he won back the hearts 
of the people to Jehovah, the God of 
Israeli. An illustration is found of this 
in our printed text. The woman of 
Shunem said to her husband, “I per- 
ceive that this is a holy man of God, 
that passeth by continually.” If the 
hearts of our own nation, and of other 
nations are won to God it will be 
through the influence of surrendered 
lives, that commend their religion in 
their daily lives; because multitudes of 
people will say of this man and that, 
whether he be a minister, or a lawyer, 
or a doctor, or a business man, or an 
office worker, or a student, ‘“‘I perceive 
not from what he says, but from how 
he lives that this is a holy man of God, 
that passeth by continually.” 

Elisha died sixty years after the pas 
sage of Elijah, full of years and held 
in honor by king and people. 
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IV. Jehu and His House, 
It Kings 9:1—15:12 

Elisha won tne hearts of the people 
back to Jehovah; but it was Jehu who 
finally extirpated the last remnants of 
Baal worship from the land. He was 
one of the leading generals in the army. 
Elisha chose him to lead the rebellion 
against Joram, Ahab’s son, who had 
succeeded him on the throne. Jehu 
killed Joram, then Jezebel, who had re- 
mained the power behind the throne, 
then all who were related to the royal 
family, and then he slaughtered the re- 
maining worshippers of Baal. He suc- 
ceeded in establishing the second dy- 
nasty in Israel. During the reign of 
his great-grandson, Jeroboam II, Israel 
reached its highest peak of prosperity 
since the days of the divided kingdom. 
Unfortunately this prosperity was not 
enjoyed by the mass of the people. 
Amos, the first of a new line of prophets, 
predicted that God’s judgment would 
inevitably come, because ‘‘they have 
sold the righteous for silver’ and 
“trample upon the poor.” (Amos 2:6; 
5:11.) 


V. Political Adventures, 15:13-17 


The collapse, so clearly foreseen by 
Amos, was not long in coming. Zech- 
ariah, the son of Jeroboam, reigned for 
six months and was slain by a political 
adventurer named Shallum. Six kings 
succeeded one another in rapid succes- 
sion within the space of forty years, only 
one of whom died a natural death. Two 
great nations, Egypt and Assyria, were 
contending for the mastery of the world. 
Israel was caught between the upper 
and nether millstone. Weakened inter- 
nally by economic injustices, torn be- 
tween rival factions, bled alternately by 
one great power and then the other, 
Israel was finally carried captive by As- 
syria, and disappeared from the pages 
of history. 

How is the fall of Israel to be ex- 
plained? Secular historians might ex- 
plain it as the case of a small nation, 
with inadequate resources, which be- 
came the victim of power politics. But 
the inspired historian goes deeper. It 
was due to a series of rulers who sought 
their own selfish ends instead of the 
common good; to the strong who ex- 
ploited the weak, and to the people as 
a whole who turned from Jehovah and 
his moral requirements to the false gods 
of sensuality and material success. Na- 
tions still crumble and fall for the same 
reasons. 





High School Essay Contest 

To encourage high school young peo- 
ple to do some serious thinking abdut 
the question of peacetime conscription 
for military training in the United 
States, The Forerunners, a national 
high school youth organization, offer 
a trip to Washington, D. C., or New 
York to the writer of the best 750-word 
statement on the subject: “The Case 
Against Peacetime Military Conscrip- 
tion.” Additional prizes will be 
awarded the writers of the ten next- 
best statements. 

Sponsors of the contest are Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, Alfred D. Moore, 
Charles Ellwood, Ruch Suckow, A. 
Philip Randolph; Judges are Alonzo F. 
Myers, Josephine Johnson, and Senator 
Arthur Capper. Information about the 
contest may be secured from The Fore- 
runners, 2929 Broadway, New York, 
mz. 
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GENIUS IN THE UuGHT OF SCRIPTURE 


By EMILE CAILLIET. The delighfully 
readable biography of one of the 
greatest of French scientists, who 
turned to God for the truth and so- 
lace he had always sought. An au- 
thoritative and definitive volume, mas- 
terfully written by one of this cen- 
tury’s most eminent Pascalian schol- 
ars. 384 pages, notes and index, 
$3.75 


Religious Liberty 
in Latin America? 


By GEORGE P. HOWARD. What our good 
neighbors really think about Protestant mis- 
sions. A revealing, timely book, based on first- 
hand information gathered by the author in 
South America. $2.00 


Compiled by ROBERT E. SPEER. A 
book of daily devotions for individ- 
val use or family worship. Prayers, 
Bible verses, and poems, for daily 
moments of meditation and quiet 
thought. With pages of reading for 
special gays. $1.00 


The Christian 
Sacraments 


By HUGH THOMSON KERR. This splendid 
Source Book for Ministers shows how each of 
the sacraments fits into the broad scope of the 
Gospel, and holds many helpful suggestions 
for their observance in the life and worship of 
Protestant Churches. $2.00 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


Religious 
books of 


lasting 
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AT ALL BOOKSTORES OR 


Westminster 
Press 


BOX 506, PHILADELPHIA 5, PENNA 
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The Bible Speaks 
to Our Day 


By GEORGE BARCLAY.*The message of the 
Bible ‘as it relates to the world today. A book 
of hope, showing that God’s purpose runs 
through history, and offering three solutions to 
life’s problems—Christian faith in God’s love, 
Christian standards of conduct, and Christian 
fellowship among all races. $1.00 


Pastoral Work 


By ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD. A 
Source Book for Ministers. A valu- 
able reference book on how the pas- 
tor can be of the greatest possible 
service to his parishioners, based on 
the author’s years of experience in 
the pastorate. $2.00 


A Preface to 
Bible Study 


By ALAN RICHARDSON. An inspiring and 
practical introduction to a better understand- 
ing of the essential meaning of the Bible, treat- 
ing it not as literature or history, but in its true 
light as the word of God. $1.00 


The School 
of Prayer 


By OLIVE WYON. A practical, in- 
spirational book on the meaning, 
purpose and practice of prayer. A 
direct and simple guide for all who 
need and welcome help in their daily 
living. $1.50 





16 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Frank L. Crown, Eliasville, Texas, 
to Port Aransas, Texas. ga 

Winston R. Bryant, Gonzales, Texas, 
to new mission work in Fort Worth. 

Stuart D. Currie, Austin Seminary, 
will be ordained and installed as pastor 
at Haskell, Texas, June 17. 

John McSween, for the past several 
months in Florida, after his resignation 
as president of Tusculum College:on ac- 
count of a slight break in health, is 
now at Montreat, N. C., and is avail- 
able for supply work. 


RETIRED 

Hugh T. Kerr, Presbyterian, USA, 
pastor of Pittsburgh’s Shadyside Pres- 
byterian Church for thirty-two years, 
has announced his intention to retire 
on July 2, 1945. He is to become, at 
that time, fulltime executive secretary 
of the Pitcairn Crabbe Foundation in 
Pittsburgh. In his announcement Dr. 
Kerr expressed the conviction ‘‘that a 
young man should be in the pulpit when 
the men and women now away in the 
service of our country return home.” 
He has been a minister for nearly 50 
years. 

EK. Carlyle Lynch, pastor of the First 
Church, Wilson, N. C., since 1926, was 
accorded the status of honorably re- 
tired, at his request, by Albemarle Pres- 
bytery. 


CHAPLAINS 

Harry W. Alexander, from c/o PM, 
New York, to Stalag 9B, Germany, 
Prisoner of War #25570. 

Edward S. Bayless, from Arizona, to 
APO 19231 F, c/o PM, New York. 

John K, Roberts, from Kelly Field, 
Texas, to APO 431, c/o PM, New York. 

Mortimer J. McChesney, Jr., from 
Louisiana, to APO 4522, c/o PM, New 
York. 

Clyde H. DuBose, from Pearl Harbor, 
to Naval Air Sta., Cape May, N. J. 





WANTED: A _ housekeeper for Peace 
College, Raleigh, N. C. If interested and 
available for an interview, send applica- 
tion to William C. Pressly, President, 
Peace College, Raleigh, N. C. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


—that of the 2,542 Southern Pres- 
byterian ministers, only 1,402 are 
employed as pastors and 163 as 
stated supplies? 

—that there are 697 vacant 
churches in the Southern Presby- 
terian denomination? 

R. L. ST. CLAIR. 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE 4, NORTH CAROLINA 
Combining culture and scholarship with Christian faith. A standard 
accredited four-year college for women, offering B. A. and B. 8. degrees. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 








ACCELERATED PROGRAM 


Men finishing college may begin their Bachelor of Divinity 
studies in June, August, and September. Write President B. R. 


Lacy for details. 


Union Theological Seminary 


3401 Brook Road Richmond 22, Va. 














SIGNAL CORPS PHOTO 


“Roadside P i ayer Ss before front line 


action is but one of the many services conducted 
by our chaplains. Their spiritual counsel is 
needed and appreciated by our soldiers and 
sailors. This Christian work deserves your sup- 
port and mine.” 


Our church must give all possible assistance to our chaplains. 
For this year’s need the General Assembly asks for 


$200,000 
IN YOUR CHURCH THE none WILL BE May 13% 


DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
410 ATLANTIC LIFE BUILDING + RICHMOND 19, VIRGINIA 





























